RADIO PRAGUE CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Foreign Language Broadcasts 


Mr.Chuck Vesei 

420 Philip Rd. 

Niles, MI 49120 

USA January 10, 1985 


Dear Listener, 


We were happy to receive your letter and to know that 
you are interested in our Foreign Language Broadcasts. 
To help you find us on your radio dial we are enclosing 
our English language broadcasting schedule. 


If you would like to send us reports on reception 
conditions in your locality we shall welcome them. Just 
tell us the date, time and frequency for the broadcast 
plus a few program details. We verify reports with a variety 
of QSL cards with coloured photos of interesting places 
and scenes in Czechoslovakia. 


Every day we broadcast the news, a commefitary and 
music and then according to the day of the week we give 
special features such as: Tribune, Youth, Economics, 
DX-chat, Philately, Answers to Questions, etc. We hope 
you will find something to interest you and that you will 
take part in the quizzes that are given after some of our 
features. You can win FDC 8, gramophone records, books and 
souvenirs from Czechoslovakia. In the meantime we all 
send our best wishes for success and happiness, and good 
listening on the short wave bands. 
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RADIO PRAGUE BROADCASTS IN ENGLISH DAILY TO: 


The British Isles and the European Continent 


GMT kHz Metre Band 
05:30 - 05:45 1 287 233.1 Medium Wave 
6 055 49 
9 505 31 
11 990 25 
16:30 - 16:57 5 930 49 
Ta345 41 
19:00 - 19:27 5 930 49 
7345 41 
20:00 - 20:27 5 930 49 
7 345 41 
PR NebtY = PYG 6 055 49 
1 287 233.1 Medium Wave 


North America 


GMT kHz Metre Band 
01:00 - 01:57 5 930 49 
(repeated at 03:00) 7 345 41 
9 540 31 
9 630 3 
9 740 31 
is990 25 


Africa and Asia 


GMT kHz Metre Band 
157 30—) 16:25 7 345 41 
9 605 Si 
11 990 ales 
15500 19 
17 840 16 


21 505 13 


17:30 <= 18:25 5 930 49 
7 245 4] 
7 345 41 
9 605 31 
11 990 25 
17 840 16 
South and East Asia, Pacific 
GMT kHz Metre Band 
07:30 - 08:00 Tah tei) 25 
(repeated at 08:30) 17 840 16 
21 705 13 
08:30 - 09:30 11855 25 
(Saturdays and 17 840 16 
Sundays only) 21 705 13 
14:30 - 14:57 7 345 41 
9 605 Sil 
11 990 25 
15110 19 
17 840 16 
21905 als) 


' INFORMATION ON CZECHOSLOVAK RADIO 


After preliminary tests, regular’ sound broadcasts in — 
Czechoslovakia began on May 18th 1923, The beginnings were 
very modest indeed: a i KW telegraphy transmitter which was 
adapted for this job was first used, There was no studio and 
broadcasts were made from a tent located right at the 
transmitter in the Kbely district of Prague. However as 
seon as 1925 a new TX was get up in Prague with a power of 
5 EW. With this equipment Prague ranked among the most 
powerful in the European scene of medium wave broadcasting 
ef this period. : 


Short wave broadcasting, however, began later. 


In 1934 the communication authorities of pre-war 
Czechoslovakia decided to buy one short wave broadcast 
transmitter abroad, The TX was a 30 KW affair and was able 
to tune in the band from 100 to 13 meters. It was agreed 
that it would be lecated at Podebrady communications centre 
which was until then used for telegraphy only. Necessary 
antennas and the building for housing the TX were built 
in 1935 and then after a year of experimental work, regular 
short wave broadcasts were inaugurated in 1936, The transmitter 
was plate modulated —- four tubes of the final stage were 
connected into push-pull. Antennas used were mostly 
omnidirectional verticals and one diréctional system was 
used only for the Nerth American aréa, 


Transmitted programmes were mostly in Czech and Slovak 
for countrymen abroad but English and Spanish were also 
introduced. 


fo turn to the present a lot has changed at the 
eriginal centre located about 30 miles east of Prague near 
the spa town of Podebrady: new transmitters were built and 
antenna systems arected. Besides this, a new centre was 
built fer short wave broadcasting purpeses: this time in 
Slovakia near Velke Kogetolany a town about 35 miles north- 
east of Bratislava ~the capital of Slovakia. As you 
probably know, programmes of Radio Prague are radiated on 
several frequencies, Their number corresponds to the number 
of individual transmitters used at the same time, Ail 
shortewave transmitters are made in Czechoglovakia by the 
Tesla firm at Prague-Hloubetin, Their output power 
delivered to the antenna feeding line is 100,000 watts 
or 100 kilowatts. 


Transmitting tube cathodes are heated by the direct 
current. The heat dissipated by the tubes is disposed of 
by water circulation. High frequency energy of the carrier 
is amplitude modulated, Modulation level is maintained at 
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100%. Low frequency characteristics of the transmitting 
equipment is practically straight in the spectrum from 

30 to 10,000 c/s per second with a maximum deviation of 

2 decibels, Signal to noise ratio ranges between 60.70 
decibels, Oscilator stages of the transmitters are mostly 
crystal controlled, 


In contrast to television, FM or medium wava 
broadcasting where ~ as a rule — the’ transmitter uses 
only one antenna, short Wave transmitters which eater fox 
different areas one after the other switch over accordingly 
to @ number of antennas. The appropriate antennas are alse 
selected to meed the needa of propagation conditions whieh 
vary with the time of the day, s@ason and Stage of the 
solar cycle. Naturally with these prérequisites the | 
number of antennas needed also increases, They are locat~ 
ed at the transmitting sites on so-called antenna fields. 
Omni-directional aerials are used by Radio Pragus only for 
most close=—by &réas, where as greater distances and especially 
intercontinental onés ars served by directional systems 
of the rhombic type. i 


For the European area some of the foreign language 
broadcasts are radiated over the medium wave transmitter 
operating on i 286 ke/a, This transmitter is air cooled, | 
cathedes of the transmitting tubes are heated by alternating 
current, 


To complete this information on provessional sound 
broadcasting in Czechoslovakia, for listeners at home 
22 transmitters cperate in the medium wave band, In 
accordance with the propagation of medium waves, some 
frequencies are also teceived outside the Republic during 
the hours of darkness. Bratislava on 1097 ke/s, Prague 
on 638 ke/s, and the network of transmitters operating on 
1520 ke/s, according to listenera? reports, are being heard 
satisfactorily in Western Europe, Beside this, FM 
broadcasting is radiated in the VHF band by some 33 
. transmitters, 
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